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Proportion of Tenants, Harwahas,1 etc.

It has already been pointed out that the depressed .classes
depend mainly on land. An analysis of the data collected by
us reveals the basic fact that the proportion of the depressed
class people who have acquired any rights in land is extremely
small. Nowhere are they the owners of the land they cultivate.
Taking the province as a whole, of the depressed class workers
in the countryside/ about 10 per cent are occupancy or statu-
tory tenants, 20 per cent are non-occupancy tenants, 6 per
cent follow some traditional occupation and 64 per cent are
harwahas and agricultural labourers. These proportions vary
with the locality. Thus in the eastern and central parts of the
province, about 35 per cent of the workers are cultivators, about
3 per cent follow some traditional occupation 'and the rest are
harwahas. In the western district, on the other hand, about 10
per cent workers are cultivators, about 20 per cent follow
some traditional occupation and the rest are harwahas and
labourers.

Variations in the Proportion of Tenants (occupancy or statu-
tory.)

That the proportion of tenants varies considerably in
different areas has already been mentioned. For instance, in
areas where there are big landlords the proportion of depressed
class people, who are occupancy or statutory tenants, is very
small, the actual figure rarely exceeding 5 per cent. These
landlords have large sir or khudkasht lands and they can sel-
dom countenance the acquisition of occupancy or statutory
rights by the depressed classes. Thus, in a village where the
landlord resides and in the neighbouring villages where he has
sir or khudkasht we can be sure of finding a large number of
harwahas, a vast majority of whom are recruited from the
depressed classes. This is the zamindar's method of creating
a reservoir of labour force which he needs so much for the culti-
vation of khudkasht. In big estates the proportion of occupancy
and statutory tenants goes up to about 7 per cent. Again, the

1 A sort of farm-hand with status verging on slavery.   Full explanation
of the term will be given at a later stage.